Leixlip Town Council  

Joint Policing Committee
Annual Report 2010
Name of Joint Policing Committee:
Leixlip Town Council Joint Policing Committee

Area Covered:

Administrative boundary of Leixlip Town Council

When was it established:

December 2009

Who are the Members:

The membership of the committee includes local authority members, Oireachtas members, community representatives, Garda Officers and officials nominated by the County Manager. The members of Leixlip Town Council are Cllr. Catherine Murphy, Cllr. Teresa Byrne, Cllr. Bernard Caldwell, Cllr. Shane Fitzgerald, Cllr. Anthony Larkin, Cllr. Pat Burke-Walsh, Cllr. Joe Neville, Cllr. Colm Purcell and Cllr. Sean Purcell. The Oireachtas Members are Deputy Bernard Durkan, Minister Áine Brady and Deputy Emmet Stagg. The community representative is Pat Cooney. Superintendent Gerry Giblin and a Garda Sergeant represent the Garda Síochána.  Peter Minnock, Town Manager and Siobhan Barry, Town Clerk are the officers nominated by the County Manager.  A steering group consisting of the Cathaoirleach, Garda and the Town Manager oversees the operation of the committee. 
Status of the JPC:
There were four meetings held in 2010. The meetings are held on a Monday to facilitate the attendance of Oireachtas Members. 
At each meeting Superintendent Giblin presents statistics for crime and public order for the Leixlip sub-district. 

Cllr. Joe Neville continues as Chair and Cllr. Pat Burke-Walsh as Vice Chair.   
Work to date:

A sub-group prepared the work plan for 2009/2010, the members are Cllr. Joe Neville, Cllr. Pat Burke-Walsh, Pat Cooney, Superintendent Gerry Giblin and Peter Minnock. The draft plan was presented at the March meeting and was adopted by the committee. The Crime Prevention Officer attended the meeting in June and gave a presentation on Neighbourhood Watch, text alert system and had a general discussion on crime prevention. 
Work plan 2009/2010:

The sub group, focusing on the general area of crime prevention submitted a proposal to the committee with respect to the following

· Submission to the Private Security Authority on alarm standards

· Investigation of text alert system

· Reactivate Neighbourhood Watch Schemes

· Submission for County Development Plan on crime prevention design standards 

· Estate signage

· CCTV in specific areas

· Public meeting
A submission was made to the Private Security Authority (PSA) in the area of domestic alarms and the possibility of improving regulation in the industry. 
The committee wrote to Kildare County Council and requested in the review of the County Development Plan that crime prevention be achieved with good design standards. Kildare County Council informed the committee that the County Development Plan outlined the principles of passive surveillance and protection of the public realm. They also referred to the Urban Design Manual issued by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.
The issue of the text alert system was discussed and while the initiative is know to be successful in rural areas it was considered that a pilot scheme could be run for an estate in Leixlip to establish its suitability for an urban area. 
The Gardaí work with the members of the Neighbourhood Watch schemes and meet with them on a bi-annual basis. 

The Gardaí proposed to review the estate signage, identify areas with specific problems and report back to the committee. 
The issue of CCTV continues to be investigated by the committee and the issue of funding for any such programme needs to be considered. 

A public meeting was held by the County JPC and members of the Leixlip JPC were invited to attend. Leixlip JPC did not have the resources available to host a public meeting involving work shops and key note speakers but did organise a public meeting inviting the community to attend.  The meeting was held in October involving the Town Council and the Gardaí. Member of the public and representatives from residents associations were invited to attend the meeting. The meeting involved a presentation from the crime prevention officer, an overview of the operation of the Joint Policing Committee and a question and answer session. 

Website:

A website covering the Joint Policing Committees for the county has been established.  The website www.kildarejointpolicing.ie provides for viewing of the action plans, list of members, minutes of meetings and agendae. There is also a facility for the public to submit questions via the website. 
Coordination of Kildare JPC’s: 

A plenary session with the steering groups of all JPC was held in during the year. The aim of the session is to establish a coordinated operation of the Kildare JPC’s. Templates ensure consistency in reporting throughout the county. 
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