Droichead Nua Town Council Joint Policing Committee
Minutes of Droichead Nua Town Council Joint policing Committee Meeting held on 5th September 2011 in the Keadeen Hotel, Newbridge at 8.00 p.m.

In Attendance:




Cllr Mick Deely 
Cllr. Paddy Kennedy (In the Chair) 

Cllr Willie Hamilton 
Cllr. Damien Molyneaux
Cllr. Micheal “Spike” Nolan
Cllr Pat Black  
Cllr Murty Aspell

Cllr Emma Kiernan

Deputy Martin Heydon
Mr Ger Murphy, Community Representative

Mr Willie Crowley, Community Representative

Mr Ger Ahern, Community Representative

Superintendent Pat Kavanagh

Sergeant Seamus Rothwell

Ms Anne Greene, Town Clerk.
Apologies
Cllr. Fiona O’Loughlin

Deputy Sean O’Fearghail

Deputy Jack Wall
Mr Thomas Hunter McGowan, Town Manager.

Inspector Kevin Lavelle

Minutes of May Meeting
The minutes of the May Meeting held on 16th May 2011 were proposed by Cllr Black and seconded by Cllr. Deely. 
Matters arising from the minutes
Mr Ger Ahern referred to the problem of illegal parking on match days in Newbridge. He stressed that Newbridge was very lucky to have facilities such as the GAA grounds within the town, and he would love to see them developed. These facilities are good for business. He outlined that there is no shortage if parking areas in the town such as Whitewater shopping centre, the railway station, and the college. However, there are health and safety reasons why the parking problems must be sorted. He suggested that a proper traffic management programme for big match day be drawn up. 
Presentation from the Newbridge Access Group
The presentation was made by Mr Niall O’Hanlon, chairperson of the group. He outlined the problems faced by his group regarding access, in the town of Newbridge in the course of their daily lives. He also gave details of particular places which needed attention, such as obsolete street furniture, overhanging trees, truck parking on Standhouse Rd., buzzers not working on pedestrian crossings. The Members of the JPC thanked the group for their presentation.

Presentation from Ms Louise Lawler, Old Connell 
Ms Lawler outlined the problem caused by parents collecting children at the schools and parking illegally in the nearby streets. She and her neighbours have come out of their homes to find themselves blocked into their homes by cars parked at their gateways. She felt that the traffic wardens were being abused and she would like to see a more frequent presence at the schools by the Gardai. 
The following points were put forward by the Members:

· Schools should have a responsibility to communicate / consult with parents

· Encourage cycling to school

· The JPC make a submission when pay parking review takes place

· Parents to park on the street near Riverbank where there is eleven minutes free parking

· Prohibit the entrance to Chapel Lane at school times

· Only allow drop off at school with no turning
· KCC engineer to examine
· Interested parties to come together

· Law enforcement

· Install a pedestrian foot bridge from Eyre St. 

· Use the dry arch under the bridge for pedestrians
Any other business
Cllr Molyneaux asked if anything could be done at the hill at the Barracks, during the bad weather.

Mr Ger Ahern informed the meeting that the gates placed in the park had been very successful in securing the park.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

