Droichead Nua Town Council Joint Policing Committee
Minutes of Droichead Nua Town Council Joint policing Committee Meeting held on 15th November 2010 in the Keadeen Hotel, Newbridge at 8.00 p.m.

In Attendance:




Cllr Mick Deely 
Cllr. Paddy Kennedy (In the Chair) 

Cllr Willie Hamilton 
Cllr. Damien Molyneaux
Cllr. Micheal “Spike” Nolan
Cllr Murty Aspell

Cllr Pat Black  
Cllr Emma Kiernan

Cllr. Fiona O’Loughlin 


Ms Anne Greene, Town Clerk.
Mr Thomas Hunter McGowan, Town Manager.
Mr Ger Ahern, Community Representative

Mr Willie Crowley, Community Representative

Mr Ger Murphy, Community Representative

Deputy Sean O’Fearghaill

Deputy Sean Power

Superintendent Pat Kavanagh

Sergeant Seamus Rothwell
Apologies
Deputy Jack Wall
Minutes of September Meeting
The minutes of the September Meeting held on 6th September 2010 were proposed by Cllr Willie Hamilton and seconded by Cllr. Aspell. 
Matters arising from the minutes
Mr Ger Aherne updated the meeting on the anti social behaviour in the Town Park. A congregation of 70 to 80 teenagers had taken place on the previous Saturday night. This resulted in a huge clean up of alcohol bottles and cans from the park the following morning. Mr Aherne gave details of the costs to erect gates to the park and details of the cost to provide security. Following some discussion it was resolved to erect gates at the entrances to the park.
Mr Willie Crowley asked if the Gardai had made any progression on paroling the street with the litter warden. Sergeant Rothwell confirmed that he would contact the litter warden.
Motion of Cllr Kennedy

I see that crime is on the increase in Newbridge and it is alleged that this is due to the lack of manpower. Retiring Gardai and Sergeant’s are not being replaced. Garda who go to other stations are not replaced. I am calling on the Chief Superintendent to urgently request more manpower from the Commissioner for Newbridge, before it is too late.
Superintendent Pat Kavanagh gave up to date statistics for crime rates in Newbridge, He outlined that the crime rates had dropped in the area. However, he did say that there had been a number of violent incidents recently. 
Cllr Hamilton outlined his fear that these figures would only lead to a continuation by the Garda Commissioner, of the under resourcing of gardai in Newbridge. 
Some discussion took place around the role of the media in portraying the crime rates in the town.
It was highlighted that some people were reluctant to report crime while others were afraid to leave their homes because of crime.

Motion of Cllr Kennedy

What if any on the spot fines were issued under the bye law for the control of consumption of alcohol in Droichead Nua for drinking in prohibited public places.

Sergeant Rothwell explained that very few fines had been issued as the current policy of moving youths when found drinking is very effective.

Any other business
Cllr Molyneaux asked if the Gardai could examine the problem of school buses doing u-turns at the school.
Cllr Aspell asked if the Gardai could examine the heavy goods trucks parking at the Chapel.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

