Droichead Nua Town Council Joint Policing Committee
Minutes of Droichead Nua Town Council Joint policing Committee Meeting held on 16th May 2011 in the Keadeen Hotel, Newbridge at 8.00 p.m.

In Attendance:




Cllr Mick Deely 
Cllr. Paddy Kennedy (In the Chair) 

Cllr Willie Hamilton 
Cllr. Damien Molyneaux
Cllr. Micheal “Spike” Nolan
Cllr Pat Black  
Cllr. Fiona O’Loughlin 


Ms Anne Greene, Town Clerk.
Mr Ger Murphy, Community Representative

Deputy Sean O’Fearghail
Deputy Martin Heydon
Superintendent Pat Kavanagh

Apologies
Deputy Jack Wall
Cllr Murty Aspell

Cllr Emma Kiernan

Mr Thomas Hunter McGowan, Town Manager.

Mr Ger Ahern, Community Representative

Mr Willie Crowley, Community Representative

Sergeant Seamus Rothwell
Minutes of November Meeting
The minutes of the November Meeting held on 15th November 2010 were proposed by Cllr Damien Molyneaux and seconded by Cllr. Deely. 
Matters arising from the minutes
Cllr Hamilton sought clarification on the staffing numbers in Newbridge Garda station. He queried the figure given in a Dail report and the figure given by the Gardai. The Dail report gave a higher figure. Superintendent Pat Kavanagh explained that while the figure was factual it was inaccurate as there was a number of staff based in Newbridge station, such as the response unit, but they were not part of the core Newbridge staff.

Motion of Droichead Nua Town Council

At the January 2011 meeting of Droichead Nua Town Council it was resolved to forward the following to the Joint Policing Committee. 

Members are concerned at the number of attacks on people and their homes over the Christmas period.

Cllr Hamilton asked for an update on the level of crime in Newbridge. Superintendent Pat Kavanagh explained that there is a high level of detection in relation to assaults but these are not often recorded by the media. Records show that the level of serious assaults is increasing but the number of simple assaults is falling.
In relation to burglaries the statistics show that the number has fallen in 2010 compared with 2009. However, it is accepted that the detection rates for burglaries are not as high as for assaults.
The Gardai advised that people should be vigilant in relation to unusual movements of people and take note of car registration numbers. The Gardai supported the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme and will assign Gardai if residents associations are interested. Evidence has shown that where there are such schemes in operation that people are more aware and sharper with regard to activities.
Motion of Mr Ger Ahern (Community Representative)

Indiscriminate and illegal parking on match days in Newbridge.

In the interest of resolving this public/pedestrian safety issue I propose that this matter be discussed at the next meeting.

Superintendent Pat Kavanagh explained that he is very aware of the problem of illegal parking on match days. He stressed that the problem involves a small number of people and that the majority of people going to matches park in a proper manner. There are 2,300 parking spaces within ten minutes walk of St. Conleth’s Park. He explained that on big match days the traffic unit from Athy is deployed to Newbridge. Fines have been issued and he will continue to monitor the situation. 
Deputy O’Fearghail suggested that the traffic wardens be employed on match days. 
Motion of Mr Ger Ahern (Community Representative)

Reinstatement of the traditional Garda light standard. 

With the reduction of Garda strength in Newbridge I believe that it is essential that all means be used to maintain the Garda profile in the town. I therefore propose that Traditional Garda Light Standard be reinstated in its original position on the footpath outside the Garda station. While I accept that this is a passive measure it nevertheless indicates a Garda presence and is regularly used as a backdrop by the media when covering policing matters.

Superintendent Pat Kavanagh explained that there were delays with the OPW but a local builder would now be employed to reinstate the Garda light standard.
Any other business
The Mayor told the meeting that the Kildare Co Co Joint Policing Committee in conjunction with the Drugs Task Force will hold a seminar for parents and children in the Keadeen Hotel on Thursday 2 June 2011. The Mayor suggested that Droichead Nua Town Council take a stand at the event. There was no objection.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

