Kildare Joint Policing Committee Minutes of Meeting

3.00 p.m. Monday 13t June 2022
Council Chamber

Members in Attendance:

Name: Representing:
Name: Representing:
Clir. Fintan Brett (Chairperson) _ Elected Member
ClIr. Padraig McEvoy Elected Member -
Clir. Tim Durkan Elected Member
Cllr. Fiona McLoughlin-Healy Elected Member
Clir. Anne Connolly Elected Member
ClIr. Bernard Caldwell Elected Member
Clir. Chris Pender 1 Elected Member
Sonya Kavanagh KCC
Marian Higgins KCC
Supt. Oliver Henry An Garda Siochana
Monica Cox OPC
Maura Littlewood Combhairle na nOg
Steven Joyce SWRDATF
Michael Corcoran PPN -
Dep. Bernard Durkan Qireachtas Member
Dep. Cathal Berry Qireachtas Member
Dep. Patricia Ryan Qireachtas Member
Dep. Reada Cronin Qireachtas Member
Sen. Vincent Martin QOireachtas Member
Apologies :
Chief Supt. John Scanlan An Garda Siochéna
Conor O’Leary Muintir Na Tire
Clir. Nuala Killeen Elected Member
ClIr. Aoife Breslin Elected Member
Sen. Fiona O'Loughlin QOireachtas Member

An Garda Siochana: Supt. Martin Walker, Supt. Georgina Gray, Ins. Tony
Connaughton and Garda Helena Murphy.

Kildare County Council - Dept. of Economic, Community & Cultural
Development: John Shannon, Administrative Officer and Ciara Gailagher,
Clerical Officer. '

1. Minutes / Matters Arising:

The minutes of the quarterly meeting held on Monday 7t March 2022 ‘(with minor
amendment agreed) were adopted on the proposal of Clir. Bernard Caldwell
seconded by ClIr. Fiona McLoughlin Healy.
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4. Policing Report:

Supt. Walker (in place of Chief Superintendent Scanlan) presented the policing
report with relevant statistics comparing Q1 2022 with Q1 2021. Statistical details
were given in relation to property crime, crime against the person, criminal damage
/ public order offenses, drugs / weapons offences, and road traffic incidents.

There were several questions and points raised in relation to the contents of the:
report and policing generally:

e & @& o

Recorded crime in most categories were up significantly which is a major
cause for concemn

Was it possible to expand the report to clearly indicate issues such as
cybercrime, suicides or online harassment?

" The numbers of drugs offences reported were reduced which seemed to run

counter to everyday experience

Monitoring or persons taking part in drugs rehabilitation programmes was
required _ _

Drug debt intimidation was impacting many communities, including older
persons

Are pubs and clubs targeted, including undercover operations?

Are most public order offences alcohol-related?

Is Athy station sharing a vehicle with Kildare due to shortages?

There should be funding available for respite for famlhes dealing with
intimidation issues

It could be useful to arrange parenting s_kilIs/resilience-building courses (a
possible project for the Community Safety Innovation Fund in 2023)

What is current drug squad capacity in Kildare division?

Could Gardai liaise with the hous‘ing SPC to discuss drugs/social issues in
certain locations?

is there a breakdown available of males/females in drug detections?

Supt. Walker and Supt. Henry answered the questions raised. Amongst the points
they made were:

The quariers were probably not comparable in real terms as Q1 2021 was
still a Covid environment with reduced activity generally

Most public order offences are alcohol-related

There are supports available to assist those dealing with drug debt issues,

“but clearly many affected persons will struggle to report such matters

There is no shortage of Garda vehicles in Athy station

Clubs and pubs are routinely monitored for illegal drugs activities and the
Ask Angela programme is being rolled out successfully

Searches produced about a 10% success rate (recent examples given)

The format of the report would be examined to see if some of the points
raised couid be incorporated

- Current Garda resources are good, with assistance from CAB as required
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7. Community Text Alert Update:

Clir. Brett informed the meeting that following enquiries within An Garda Siochéna,
it was confirmed that there were no specific timelines for delivery of the proposed
Garda messaging system. Accordingly, the council would now be able to proceed
with its own message/text alert service previously tendered for. The council would
arrange to meet with Muintir na Tire as soon as possible to discuss roll out of the
service.

8. Presentation:
ClIr. Brett informed the meeting that Maura Littlewood was unavailable to present
as planned. However, Maura had confirmed her availability to present at the

September meeting. In addition, she would be bringing members of Comhairle na
nOg to the meeting who would be présenting on gender equality issues.

Next meeting: Monday 5" September 2022 3.00 p.m.




